
The proposed development for a Cultural and Heritage Centre is located in the heart of  UNESCO's  World Heritage City Malacca. The multi-use assembly building 
aims to establish a dialogue between society, culture and architecture. It accommodates activities that represent five main aspects of a culture : Cuisine, Art, Music, 
Literature, and History. The centre is aimed as an inclusive space that welcomes all members of the diverse community groups to work together and learn from each other. 
It encourages social interactions in a safe environment that allow people to experience indigenous traditions, ideas and beliefs through communal activities.  When one 
experiences the building entirely, they actually go on a journey through Malacca's ethos. They revive the forgotten past, experience the local traditions and arts now 
and preserve the knowledge for a better tomorrow. In this process, "Rumah Budaya" becomes a node for positive change now by contributing to the zeitegist of Malacca.

"Rumah Budaya"
Home of Culture



Malacca, the "Historic State" of Malaysia,  
is well-known with its unique and diverse 
history and culture. There is a reason why 
UNESCO has listed it, alongside George Town, 
as a UNESCO World Heritage site. It has 
seen Portuguese, Dutch, and British rule over 
the years. Its socio-culture has blossomed 
over the years with diversity, inclusivity, 
preservation and continuation of indigenous 
traditions. The communities  - Malay, Chinese, 
Indian, Baba-Nyonya and others - are 
strongly defined and true to their indigenous 
traditions. However, they all live in harmony 
with each other and respect their diversities. 
The proposed Cultural and Heritage Centre 
that reflects this tranquility is located at 
the heart of the city at the meeting point of 

all communities. 
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Site

The design responds not only to the essence 
of the society's culture, but to the micro 
climate factors as well. Sun path, prevailing 
winds, air quality, views were among the 

factors that were considered. 



Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Stage 4

Stage 5

The design development begun with focusing the concept of the 
future Cultural and Heritage Centre around five aspects of 
the local culture that stand out - its heritage, art, cuisine, 
indigenous traditions and literature.  At stage 1 of the design 
development, the proposal responded to the main site axis, creating 
two separate volumes. At later stages, one of the volumes 
became the Heritage Part, and the other one - The Cultural 
one. At stage 2, the design begun to respond to the  existing 
entrance points and site circulation. At stage 3, the need of 
breaking down the volumes into smaller ones was introduced. It 
was impacted by the different activities of the progamme and 
the local rhythm. Each of the surrounding buildings on the 
riverfront is formed by either 2 or 3 5-meter elements , which 
influenced the size of the different spaces in this proposal as a 
way to fit in the local environment and architectural style. At 
stage 4, a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Malay 
roofs added a character to the building, alongside responding to 
the climate. At the last stage, the design further responded to 
the hot and humid climate, by integrating openings and shadings 

in key positions.
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The ground floor is designed as an open space that is always 
accessible and in service of the public. It is considered as the 
'active' and 'extroverted' area of the building, highly engaging 
with the riverfront and creating a gradual transition from 
outdoor to indoor space. The monolithic and 'cold'  materials 
of this floor are an expression of the juxtaposition to the 
dynamic activities, a respond to the structural strategy and 
the  intensity of use. 

Food court Entrance from the bridge side Entrance from the road side

Lobby, focal point for the vertical circulation

Entrance from the riverfront side
Road side elevation Riverfront elevation



A key part of the proposal is the integration of the 
existing ruins of Bastion Victoria. Currently, they are 
directly exposed to the weather conditions and their full 
potential is not reached completely. With the development 
of "Rumah Budaya", this could be changed. The ruins will 
be protected from the rain that is the main factor that 
damages their condition. Further information about the 
local heritage is provided in the exhibition hall on the 
next floor.

Exhibition hall and Information point

West entrance of the ruins

East entrance of the ruins

View from the bridgeView towards the river

Current state of the ruins



The bridge between the two volumes not  only 
serves as a connection between them, but 
also can be used as an outdoor reading area 
and a deck from where one can observe the 
surrounding buildings in a shaded environment. 
This bridge also provides shading for the 
outdoor spaces underneath.

In order to fit the surrounding architectural 
rhythm, the volume of the Heritage part is 
divided into smaller areas through different 
treatment of the roofs. The Golden Ratio is 
the key design derivative for most of them. 
It helped keeping the harmony and balance, 
although the high number of different roofs.  
In a way, it is a small sophisticated reference 
to the heritage architecture in the West.
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Video about the project

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IVTS55x0s6c



The spaces on the first 
floor of the Cultural 
part of "Rumah Budaya" 
accommodates communal 
activities that encourage 
social interaction and 
practical understanding 
of the indigenous 
traditions and arts. 
 
The community hall is 
providing a space for 
small social gatherings 
from a diverse character. 
It can serve as a space 
where people celebrate 
family reunions or a 
stage for honoring 
the traditions of each 
community during the 
multiple annual events 
and festivals. 

Vertical Circulation Space

Community hall

View from the community hall towards the Church of St. Francis Xavier

Art Workshop



Multi-use area - Front desk, Information point, Printing department, Computer  zone

Library

Reading area



- 375mm  concrete base
- 1000mm pile foundation

- 100mm polyolefin 
insulation

- DPM

- 70mm concrete slab

- 35mm floor finish

- 140mm x 440mm 
x 215mm concrete 

masonry 

- Reinforcing wire

- Mortar bed
- Bond coat
- Stone tiles

- Moisture vapor barrier 
primer/finish

- Hollowcore composite 
floor - 200mm hollowcore 
slab + 60mm concrete 
screed

- DPM
- 35mm floor finish

- 2 courses of 65mm x 
102mm x 215mm brick

- 15mm cavity  for 
ventilation

- 75mm soundproof 
wall insulation

- 2 courses of 65mm x 
102mm x 215mm brick

- 100mm cavity  for 
ventilation

- 150mm x 150mm GLULAM 
rafters bolted together

- PV tiles
- Roof battens
- Radiant barrier
- Renolit waterproof 
membrane on 12mm Plywood 

The tectonic resolution is 
focused on using locally 
supplied materials, that 
can be recycled and/or 
recyclable. Also, the 
use of bricks, concrete 
and wood is widely spread 
through the existing 
architecture in Malacca. 
Perforated brick walls 
are integrated as a way 
to enhance the natural 
ventilation throughout 
the building. 

Perforated Brick walls

Textured brick walls

Concrete tiled floors 
and walls 

GLULAM Roofs and Louvers

The structure is a reinforced concrete frame 
with prefabricated components. Round columns 
from polished concrete are used for the places 
where the structure is exposed. The main element 
in the floors are composed hollowcore slabs 
with underfloor cooling in the holes. The roof 
is a type of a hyperbolic paraboloid structure 
for which GLULAM rafters are used. 


