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ABOUT ME
Sian Dobie
Innovator for Crowdsourced Art, mixed media
Born: 2000; Sheffield, UK
Education: Currently an Undergraduate student from
Contemporary Art and Illustration BA, University of Huddersfield;
also studied Fine Art from GCSE level (2014 – 2016) to A-Levels
(2017 – 2018), Wales High School, England.
Area of Interest: Before I was introduced to crowdsourced art, I
had always been encouraged to find my own artistic style which
meant selecting a particular medium, but I had always rejected
this idea. As an artist, I don’t want to have to limit myself to one
particular style for the rest of my career – I want to experiment all
the time and have a wide variety of materials at my disposal.
Crowdsourced art enables me to do exactly this, as it is such a
broad and liberating art form. One year I could be an acrylic
painter, and the next I could be a clay sculptor. Consequently,
there is no specific area of interest because I am always eager to
use a range of mediums. What I do like to keep consistent
however, is the participation of a voluntary crowd to collaborate
with.
Exhibitions:
‘This too Will Pass’, virtual exhibition, the Wall in the Barn, 2020
‘100 Continuations’, virtual exhibition, available via YouTube,
2021

YEAR ONE
The following pages will chronologically show how my artistic practice has
progressed through my time at university.

Title: Wonka Vision
Medium: Mixed media,
includes acrylic paint; sweet
wrappers; MDF; book pages
Year: 2018
Description: This mural
depicts a sinister portrayal
of the character Willy
Wonka from Roald Dahl’s
infamous children’s novel
‘Charlie and the Chocolate
factory’ (1964).
Using various pages from
the book, carefully selected
quotations have been left
untouched, but surrounded
by a painting of the
anxious-looking children
and an evil grinning Wonka.
The theme of merging text
and image was something
that really intrigued me at
the time, and I’d always
wanted to analyse ominous
characters such as Wonka.

YEAR ONE
Title: Untitled
Medium: Terracotta clay; acrylic
paint; a paperclip; a log slice
Year: 2018
Description: This small
sculpture depicts a garden
gnome standing on a slice of
wood, wearing a gasmask, and
holding a balloon.
The brief for this project was
the environment so the idea
behind this piece was to subtly
suggest pollution, an
environmental problem causing
serious damage to our planet,
and also deforestation.
We normally associate garden
gnomes with green, beautiful
gardens but what we are
presented with here is
something quite dark and
unsettling – largely because of
the gas mask.
I was heavily inspired by KAWS
and wanted to create my own
character for this project.

YEAR TWO
Title: 100 Relations
Medium: 100 5x5cm canvases; acrylic paint
Year: 2019-2020
Description: This was the year when I discovered crowdsourced art.
I created a questionnaire which asked, ‘What makes you feel connected to
the world?’ and was then distributed both online and in a mid-term gallery
show - all together I (unexpectedly) gathered 100 responses.
I then created a small painting from each of the responses, creating what
you can see below. (On the next few pages are some examples too.)

29. Flowers (especially
snowdrops)

What makes you feel connected
to the world?
Flowers, especially snowdrops
Why do you feel connected to
this particular thing?
I think they look so elegant and
visually pleasing. I once tried to
write a song about snowdrops
by the side of a pond and
worked on it for hours. It wasn’t
any good but I remember being
inspired by the flower

66. Intent

What makes you feel connected
to the world?
Unity of experience, compassion,
volition, intent and common
purpose make me feel
connected.
Why do you feel connected to
this particular thing?
Empathy fuels connection feeling someone else’s pain or
feeling - which enables personal
feelings to be bestowed upon
each other.

As well as ‘What makes you feel connected to the world?’ I also asked
other questions such as why they chose that particular thing; whether
their response was shared among others or if it was personal; if they
ever felt lonely; and how often they felt lonely (if applicable). The
responses to the loneliness questions were very interesting and I would
love to investigate into those results a bit more, as if it was a kind of
case study.

60. Unity of experience

What makes you feel connected
to the world?
Unity of experience, compassion,
volition, intent and common
purpose make me feel
connected.
Why do you feel connected to
this particular thing?
Empathy fuels connection feeling someone else’s pain or
feeling - which enables personal
feelings to be bestowed upon
each other.

42. The Cliffs at Bridlington

What makes you feel connected
to the world?
The cliffs at Bridlington
Why do you feel connected to
this particular thing?
I love being by the sea and we
used to go there as a family
when I was a child

Some participants chose to draw a response to the
questionnaire – 60. Unity of experience is an example of this.
To view the full project in more detail, you can go to
www.100-relations.com

YEAR THREE
Title: 100 Continuations
Medium: Digital art, Music
Year: 2020 - 2021
Description: 100 Continuations is a digital extension to my year two work
(100 Relations). I wanted to create another crowdsourced project but also
mimic how daily lifestyle and all of my university materials had been moved
online due to the COVID pandemic.
I used those same 100 responses from last year and also recreated the 100
paintings digitally, to create 100 kaleidoscopic animations, each
accompanied by original music that I also created.
It was my final year at university, so I wanted to be ambitious. Prior to this
year, I had never used or created digital art before, but saw this as a perfect
opportunity to finally catch up to the times and improve my knowledge and
skillset on this type of art.

The exhibition for this project can be found on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUMMW9JcCtQyAfXZ_aGGZmpU1xLDfjC2
Or, alternatively, if you visit the 100 Relations website, there will be a link
there too.

12. The Countryside
(Animation Still)

What makes you feel connected to
the world?
Being outside in a quiet remote
countryside area
Why do you feel connected to this
particular thing?
I feel as though I am part of the
world

11. Birds (Digitally recreated
painting)

What makes you feel connected to
the world?
Nature, Birds
Why do you feel connected to this
particular thing?
It lets you know that there is more
to the world than just your virtual
world in your phone

61. Compassion (Animation
Still)

What makes you feel connected to
the world?
Unity of experience, compassion,
volition, intent and common
purpose make me feel connected.
Why do you feel connected to this
particular thing?
Empathy fuels connection - feeling
someone else’s pain or feeling which enables personal feelings to
be bestowed upon each other.

CROWDSOURCED ART
What is it?

It’s difficult to explain what crowdsourced art is because there isn’t
actually a distinct definition for the term yet. The problem we have is that
there aren’t any real rules when it comes to crowdsourced projects
because they are so open and can manifest themselves in any number of
ways.
However, I would personally define this movement as a type of art where
any members of a crowd (for example, the general public; a tribe; students
from a certain school; a book club etc.) voluntarily collaborate together in
order to make art. It is a very simple definition but goes nowhere near to
describing what it actually is.
It has origins to 1960’s Happenings, and the earliest recorded
crowdsourced project dates back to Jirō Yoshihara’s 1956
installation Please Draw Freely.

How could it revolutionise art?

As an audience, we typically judge artwork based off of the final product (a
painting or sculpture for example) and we examine an artwork’s value
based off of how good it looks. Crowdsourced art is very different to this
process because in these types of projects, it’s not necessarily about how
the finished product looks, but more about the story of how it came to be.
You could say that the real art in crowdsourced projects is the
communication and interactions between its participants and how they all
came together in the first place.
Furthermore, I believe it could also revolutionise the process of making art
too. (I’m going to try and explain this as best I can so bear with me…)
When you go to a gallery and see a painting for example, there will usually
be a little card next to it saying the title of the piece, the materials used,
the year it was produced and also the artist’s name. Now, if you were to
present 100 Relations in a gallery space, those first three points of
information would be easy to determine, but as for the artist’s name, what

would you put? Since those participants are anonymous, how would you
give credit to them? Additionally, even if you did have a list of all their
names, would you be able to list them all on the card next to your work?
It’s not just one person’s efforts and depictions that have gone into
making crowdsourced projects – it’s on a large scale of a collaborative
community. It’s interesting to think about.
Finally, I also believe that crowdsourced art has the power to almost
replenish humanity’s love and interest in the arts. It’s no secret that the
value of the arts is lowering in today’s society due to a whole list of
reasons. But, if people have the option to collaborate with others (and not
just artists, but other members of the general public too) to create artwork
that they can be proud of, then maybe that can kickstart an interest in the
arts again?
So, in a short summary to this question, the way that crowdsourced art
can revolutionise art is its ability to question all we think we know about
making and viewing artwork. It reverses the roles between artist and
audience. I’m excited to see how this art movement will grow and I aspire
to be a part of its journey.

70. Nature (Digitally recreated
painting)

What makes you feel connected to
the world?
Music, nature, my parents
Why do you feel connected to this
particular thing?
Parents = they share the same
views as me, unique perspectives
on how we should live our lives

Thank you!

